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Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20. 
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BY E. L. BANTA 


(Continued from Last Week) 


We closed our article regarding 
God’s precious blessings and pres- 
ence during the Bible School in 
last week’s paper on Tuesday eve- 

. The days were days 


graciousness of the Word of God 
as expounded by men of God. Sure- 
ly we can say with Samuel (I 
Samuel .3:1) “The Word of the 
Lord was precious in those days: 
there was no open wision.” Thank 
God we have “thus saith the Lord” 
to go by in these days when many 
ministers are soft - peddling, adul- 
terating and corrupting the Word 
of God. We are told to take all 
matters of faith and practice to 
the Word of God as Isaiah states 
in Isaiah 8:20, “To the law and 
to the testimony: if they speak 
not according to this word, it is 
because there is no light in them.” 


Wednesday 


Wednesday morning at 10:00 
A. M., Rev. H. C.’Ownbey spoke 


and separation from Genesis chap- 
ters 12 to 15. He brought many 
fine things from God’s Truth to us, 
who are the children of Abraham 
by faith. 

At 11:00 A. M., E. L. Banta 
spoke on I Timothy the third chap- 
ter 


At 2:30 P.M., Rev. W. E. Haw- 


kins brought another message in 
his unique way, giving us some 
splendid instructions on soul win- 
ning from the book of Proverbs, 
using as his subject, “God’s Wis- 
dom in Practice.” 

At 7:30 P.M., Rev. T. Myron 
Webb spoke on, “Science and the 
Bible,” a very interesting subject. 

At 8:30 P. M., E. L. Banta spoke 
from I Timothy, the first chapter, 
emphasizing the spirit of the lai 
days and the walk of a true min- 
ister. During the services, a man, 
his wife and daughter publicly 
confessed faith in Christ. We re- 
joiced together for it was good to 
be there. Personal workers went 
to the Woodlawn Sanitarium and 
to a settlement close by between 
the afternoon and evening services. 
Four confessed faith in Christ and 
others came back to the Lord. 


Thursday 


Thursday morning at 10:00 o’- 
clock, Rev. H. C. Ownbey spoke 
to us from the book of Numbers, 
emphasizing the murmerings of 
the children of Israel, and God 
spoke to us through His Word and 
caused us to confess our sin re- 
garding this matter. 

At 10:50 A. M., E. L. Banta 
spoke from I Timothy, the fifth 
chapter. 

At 11:30 eight cars with forty- 
four people left the Bible School 
for the P. W. A. stone quarry, 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 
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Our subject is DIVINE od 
ING. Let me begin with three 
passages of Scripture that will be 
the basis of most that I shall say. 
The first is James 5:14, 15: ‘Is 
any among you sick? let him call 
for the elders of the church; and 
let them pray over him, anointing 
him with oil in the name of the 
Lord: and the prayer of faith shall 
save him that is sick, and the Lord 
shall raise him up; and if he have 
committed sins, it shall be forgiven 
him.’ 

The second is Matt. 8:16, 17: 
(“And when even was come, they 
brought unto Him many possessed 
with demons; and He cast out the 
spirits with a word, and healed 
all that were sick: that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken through 
Isaiah the prophet, saying, Him- 
self took our infirmities, and bare 
our diseases.’ .The third is II Kings 
13:14: “Now Elisha was falien 
sick of his sickness whereof he 
died.” 


The subject of Divine Healing is 
awakening an unusual interest in 
all parts of our country at the 
present time. Much is being said 
in favor of it, even by persons 
who have been opposed to the doc- 
trine in times past; much is be- 
ing said against it on every hand. 
The land is being flooded with re- 
ligious adventurers who are tak- 
ing advantage of the widespread 
interest in this important subject 
to deceive and rob the people. 


We shall try to find what the Bi- 
ble has to say on this subject, 


> 


and exactly what it teaches. If 


BY R. A. TORREY, D. 


ealing 


there is much error being taught 
on the subject of Divine Healing, 
and there is, the best way to meet 
it is not by being silent on the 
subject, but by going right to the 
Book of God and seeing exactly 
what it has to say on the subject, 
and all it has to say. And the 
Bible has a great deal to say on 
the subject, and what. it has to 
say is very plain; and I believe it 
because God says it, and I believe 
it because I have put it to the test 
by personal experiment and found 
it true in my own experience, an 
experience covering more than 
forty years. 


| James 5:14:, 15 


Let us look first at James 5:14, 
15. We look at this first not only 
because it is the passage most fre- 
quently referred to, but because it 
is one of the clearest, plainest, 
fullest and most explicit passages 
in the Bible on this subject. Indeed 
its meaning is so clear as to be 
well night unmistakable, if one will 
pay careful attention to just what 
it says. Let me again quote the 
verses, “Is any among you sick? 
let him call for the elders of the 
church; and let them pray over 
him, anointing him with oil in the 
name of the Lord; and the prayer 
of faith shall save him that is sick, 
and the Lord shall raise him up; 
and if he have committed sins, it 
shall be forgiven him.” 

Note in the first place, that we 
have here very explicit directions 
as to what a believer is to do when 
he is sick, (not every time he has 
a headache or a little pain of some 


BY W, G. STROH 


Several weeks ago, when I 
learned that I would be privileged 
to attend the Bible School at the 
Fundamentalist Baptist Tabernacle 
Dallas, Texas, I began to wonder 
what was in store for me. I had 
heard much concerning the spring 
and fall Bible Schools of 1935; of 
the rich Bible teaching, the deep 
spiritual blessing, of great vic- 
tories won and of the blessed fel- 
lowship of God’s saints; but all this 
failed to prepare me for the glorius 
pegs | experiences that the 
Lord poured out upon us during 
this past week. 

The Bible teaching was much 
different from what I had expected. 
The messages were sound Scrip- 
turally, and clear in presentation, 
but more; they were LIVING! 
Soul-stirring and heart filling! Es- 
pecially did I appreciate Brother 
Rice’s plain teaching on the book 
of Luke. His teaching on the Holy 
Spirit cleared up many questions 
and also brought us all into a more 
intimate experience with our bles- 
sed Paraclete. Thank God, His 
Spirit not only abides within, to 
assure us of salvation, but will 
come upon us and fill us for serv- 
ice. May I never again be guilty 
of striving to do my Master’s work 
without first waiting and receiving 
His anointing and power. 

I want to add for the benefit 
of many who still may be in doubt 
about the teaching of John R. Rice, 
that in the six weeks in which I 
have labored in the Fundam ist 
Baptist Church of Dallas, I have 
yet to see or hear anything char- 
acteristic of Pentecostalism, Holy 
Rollerism, or any other brand of 
“ism.” Rather, there has been the 
closest adherence to God’s Word 
in all matters of faith and prac- 


e, 
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that they may be blessed 
of the Lord. 


campaign. 


scription, 35c. 


ten for $1.50. 


- The Sword of the Lord 


ness by the message of God in The Sword 


Meantime, an old man writes that he 
is shut in and no money, and would like 
to receive the paper if some one would 
pay for his subscription. One has paid for 
it and he will receive the paper 52 weeks. 


Every day’s mail brings encourage- 
ment, help and blessing in our subscription 


The 


in their loneli- 


1 AM A WIDOW.... 


I live alone —no one with me at all. 
Sword of the Lord is such help and strength 
that I want to renew my subscription and 
subscribe for three other widows.” So said 
Mrs. Quaid at the Bible School the other 
day. She paid for the subscriptions, and as 
fast as we find suitable cases, we are en- 
tering these subscriptions for these widows 


HOW IT SPREADS! 


From Minnesota a man writes, “I have 
been presented a years subscription to The 
Sword of the Lord by my niece, Miss Lou 
Lang. I have enjoyed it very much and have 
received very much good from it. Praise 
the Lord! I wish to make others happy and 
enrich their lives by a greater and increased 
knowledge of God’s Word. 


“I am enclosing a money order to the 


year.” 


as possible. 


amount of three dollars ($3.00) and am 
sending a list of ten names for six months’ 
subscriptions, and six for shut-ins for one 


Make up your subscription list as soon 
Remember that the unusual 
subscription offer continues. THE SWORD 


OF THE LORD 


others. 


25c A YEAR 


In clubs of four or more. Single sub- 
(The regular price is 50c 
a year). Or make up a list of ten or more 
six month trial subscriptions at 15c each, 


Hundreds are subscribing. Pray for 
this missionary work blessed of God. Sub- 
scribe for friends, relatives, pastors and 


Send subscriptions to — 


201 E. 10th Street 


Dallas, Texas 


kind, but when he is really sick). 
The Greek word rendered “sick” 
means literally “without strength,” 
but it, with its derivities, is used 
of sickness over and over again 
in the New Testament. However, 
it stands for every serious sick- 
ness that deprives one of his 
strength. The implication of the 
context here is of one.so sick that 
he cannot get out, but must send 
for the elders to come to him. What 
is he to do? “Let him cali for 
(literally, call to him) the elders 
of the church.” It does not say for 
those who make a hobby of 
Divine Healing to go with- 
out invitation to see him and 
insist upon his accepting Di- 
vine Healing and reproaching him 
if he does not. No, the sick man 
must take the initiative, the send- 
ing begins with him. Note also 
for whom he is to send, “the elders 
of the church.” He is not to send 
for some ‘self-appointed busy-body 
who goes about with a little bottle 
of oil to be used in his loudly- ad- 
vertised “ministry of healing’’ to 
which he has been called, or fan- 
cies he has been called. He is not 
to send for some wom who is 
peculiarly gifted in prayer, or who 
thinks she is, and who has pe- 
culiarly physchological or magnetic 
or hypnotic personality. He is not 
to send for any man or woman or 
group of such. No, he is to “call 
for the elders,” the word is always 
masculine. He is not to “attend 
meetings for three days’ (or three 
hours, or three minutes) to get 
under the spell of physchological 
influences, that are akin to Coueis- 
tic auto-suggestively therapeutic 
influences. He is not to be brought 
into the mesmeric atmosphere of 
a meeting where there is skillfully- 
planned, highly emotional music 
and swaying of the body and pass- 
ings of the hand and shouts of 
hallelujahs, that excite the imagi- 
nation and thrill the body. No, he 
is to “call for the elders of the 
church, and let them pray over 
him” in the calm and quite of the 
home, and “the prayer” of (Spirit- 
given) faith is to “save him that 
is sick” and not intense carnal ez- 
citement temporarily galvanize 
him into brief activities, from 
which there is an appalling reac- 
tion, often leaving the poor victim 
of the religious charlatan worse 
than ever, anid not infrequently 
sending him to the insane asylum 
or the cemetery. (The writer 
knows personally of some heart- 
breaking incidents of this kind 
under two of the most widely ad- 
vertised healers of this present 
day, who have been drawing thou- 
sands to their weird and hypnotic 
gatherings. Listening to the story 


of a friend, a broken-hearted sis- 
ter, whose brother, a consecrated 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


NOT GUILTY! 


No, the editor of this pa- 
per did not steal “the list of 
the membership and mailing 
list” of anybody’s church or 
paper, did not ask for them, 
did not get them, does not 
have them, and did not turn 
them over to anybody. And 
that being true, we did not 
get caught at it either! 

“Against an elder receive 
not an accusation, but before 
two or three witnesses’ (I 


Timothy 5:19). 
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PAGE TWO 


DIVINE HEALING - 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


Baptist minister, had been lured 
to these metings and had been 
“healed,” and whose healing had 
been loudly heralded, but who died 
in a sanitarium a few days later, 
a raving maniac, was one of the 
factors that led to the publishing 
of this book). 


Note, in the second place, what 
the elders are to do. They are “to 
pray over him, anointing him with 
oul in the name of the Lord,’ or 
more exactly rendered they are to 
“pray over him, having anointed 
him with oil in the name of the 
Lord.” The anointing with oil 
comes first and then the prayer; 
anointing precedes the prayer. 


(1) What is the meaning and 
purpose of the anointing with oil” 
Many tell us that anointing with 
oil was a common and practically 
the only medical practice known 
in those days, and the anointing 
with oil was a rubbing the man 
with healing oil. In other wor(s, 
the elders were to use the best 
medical skill that they had and 
then pray. But in what these 
would-be expositors of the Word 
say they draw entirely on their 
imagination for their history. There 
was a very extensive system of 
doctoring known and practiced in 
that day, and moreover the Greek 
word translated “anointing” (or in 
the more accurate translation, 
“having anointed”) is the word 
used in the Septuagint of Jacob’s 
anointing the pillar with oil, which 
he did by pouring oil upon it. (See 
Gen. 31:13. Cf. Gen. 28:18). 

What,then, does the anointing 
mean? Turn to Lev. 8:10-12, and 
you get God’s answer to the ques- 
tion, “And Moses took the anoint- 


| WAS THERE- 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


I wish it were possible to de- 
scribe the sweet spiritual atmos- 
phere which existed during the ses- 
sions of the Bible School. From 
the very first session, Monday 
morning, which began with prayer 
for a great season of refreshing 
from the presence of the Lord, un- 
til the great Jubilee service Sunday 
night; which closed after a glori- 
ous time of singing, testifying, 
weeping and shouting, a peculiar 
and overwhelming ‘sense of the 
presence of God moved and melted 
the hearts of those who had gath- 
ered from eight states into a unity 
and oneness that was heavenly. 


I never before had been in a 
meeting like the one witnessed on 
Friday morning. Beginning at 
9:30, it continued until 3 in the 
afternoon. The Spirit of the Lord 
took complete charge from the 
very first. What a time of re- 
freshing and spiritual exaltation 
we experienced as the breath of 
heaven descended upon us in wave 
after wave of blessing! It was the 
most convincing evidence of God’s 
presence I had ever felt, and inci- 
dentally, an apparent benediction 
from the very throne of God upon 
the humble efforts of the pastor 
and people of this God-honoring, 
Soul-winning church. All this pre- 
pared the way for the Friday 
night’s prayer meeting, which last- 
ed until nearly 4 o’clock Saturday 
morning. Confessions and decis- 
ions were made at this meeting 
that will influence the ministry of 
every child of God who attended. 


Again I thank God that I was 
privileged to be present at this 
great Bible School. I can never 
be the same. And, Praise the 
Lord, I am looking forward to 
another great Bible School next 
October! 
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ing oil, and anointed the tabernacle 
and all that was therein, and sanc- 
tified them,” that is, he set them 
apart for God. The anointing was 
an act of dedication or consecra- 
tion. “He sprinkled thereof upon 
the altar seven times, and anoint- 
ed the altar and all his vessels, 
and the laver and its base, to 
sanctify them. And he poured of 
the anointing oil upon Aaron’s 
head, and anointed him to sancti- 
fy him.” It is very evident from 
these verses, and would be equally 
evident from many others if we 
had time to quote them, that 
anointing ‘with oil in the name of 
the Lord” was an act of dedication 
and consecration, implying on the 
part of the one anointed a full sur- 
render to God of his hands to work 
for Him and for Him alone, of his 
feet to walk for Him and Him 
alone, his eyes to see, his lips to 
speak, his ears to hear for Him 
and for Him alone, and his whole 
body to be the temple of the Holy 
Spirit. And the oil itself was a 
symbol of the Holy Spirit in His 
healing power. (Compare Acts 
10:38). The Holy Spirit is the One 
who does the healing, if it really 
is Divine healing. In Rom. 8:11 
we read, “But if the Spirit of Him 
that raises up Jesus from the dead 
dwell in you, He that raised up 
Christ from the dead shall giwe 
life also to your mortal bodies 
through His Spirit that dwelleth in 
you.” Now that refers, as the text 
itself and the context (vs. 20-23) 
clearly prove, to the future res- 
urrection of our body by the Holy 
Spirit, and not to our present heal- 
ing, but, nevertheless, it shows the 
quickening, 4. €., life- giving, power 
of the Holy Spirit in our physical 
bodies. 


(2)Having anointed the sick 
man with oil, the elders were to 
do a second thing, “pray over 
him,” pray for his physical heal- 
mg. It is said by some that thé 
Epistle of James was written to 
Jewish believers, and therefore it 
does not apply to Gentile believ- 
ers. But God in His Word very 
definitely tells us that what ap- 
plies to Jewish believers applies to 
Gentile believers, that “in Christ 
Jesus” “there can be neither Jew 
nor Greek” (Gal. 3:28). This split- 
ting up of the New Testament and 
giving one part to Gentile Chris- 
tians and another part to Jewish 
Christians, has absolutely no war- 
rant in the Word of God, in fact 
is against its plain teaching. There 
are some who would take away 
from us Gentiles pretty much all 
of the New Testament except the 
latter Epistles of Paul, but they 
are riding a hobby for which there 
is no warrant whatever in the Bi- 
ble itself. They are not “rightly 
dividing the Word,” they are muti- 
lating the Word, and stealing from 
the greater part of God’s children 
what really belongs to them. 


Note, in the third place, what 
the result of the prayer will be 
when the anointing has been real 
and the person prayed for has real- 
ly made a full surrender of him- 
self to God. “The prayer of faith 
shall save him that is sick.” Does 
this teach that everyone anointed 
and for whom the elders pray will 
get well? It means just what it 
says and notice just what it real- 
ly does say, “The prayer of faith 
Shall save him that ed sick.” In 
many instances the elders may not 
be given faith. Are they to blame 
for not having faith? Not nec- 
essarily. Is the sick one to blame 
for not having faith? Not neces- 
sarily. It is not always the will of 
God to heal His sick children, even 
some of the ripest saints,, when 
they are sick. The fanatical teach- 
ing so common today, that, if any 
child of God is sick, it is conclusive 


proof that he has sinned, or is}. 


out of communion with God in 
some way, is utterly un-Scriptural, 
indeed it is plainly anti-Scriptural. 
In II Kings 13:14 we read, “Eli- 
sha was fallen sick of the sickness 
whereof he died.” Was Elisha, then 
out of communion with God at this 
time? Read the story for youresif, 
and you will find that he was in 
particularly intimate communion 
with God at that very time, and 


that on that dying bed he made one 
of the most remarkable prophecies 
of his entire life and that he was 


‘| speaking as the especially chosen 


mouthpiece of God, even while 


-whom could help her. 
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“sick of the sickness whereof he 
died.” 

Paul left Trophimus at Miletus 
sick (II Tim. 4:20). Paul seemed 
to need his compaionship and Paul 
was a mighty man of prayer, but 
his prayer had not availed as yet 
to raise Trophimus up. In Phil. 
2:27 we read that Epaphroditus 
“was sick nigh unto death.” Had 
Epaphroditus sinned or gotten out 
of communion with God? And 
was it because of his sin that he 
was so sick? No, we are distinctly 
told in the immediate context that 
it was because of his devotion to 
the work of Christ that he “came 
nigh unto death.” (Phil. 2:30) 
Epaphroditus was healed in time 
in answer to Paul’s prayer, but his 
sickness was not because of sin 
or because he was out of commun- 
ion with God, and he was not 
healed immediately, as all who 
came to Jesus when He was here 
on earth were. We see, then, that 
oftentimes the lack of faith is not 
from any fault of the elders nor 
from any fault of the sick one, but 
because of the will of God that in 
this particular instance (for some 
good reason known to Himself, 
and that He does not see fit to re- 
veal to us) the sick one should 
not be healed. 


In many instances, however, the 
lack of faith is the fault of the 
praying elders or the fault of the 
sick man. In the latter instance 
there is some unjudged sin or some 
lesson that the sick one has not as 
yet learned. The antecedent prob- 
ability in any given case is im favor 
of healing; for health is the general 
will of God for His people. But 
one may need a “stake in the flesh’”’ 
“a messenger of Satan,” or just 
as the apostle Paul needed it; to 
keep him humble. In such caseb 
no amount of praying, nor of 
anointing either for that matter, 
will bring healing. In such a case 
the physical infirmity, the “stake 
in the flesh,” is indeed the “mes- 
senger of Satan” (sickness belongs 
to Satan’s realm); nevertheless it 
is allowed by God, it is His gift, 
with the gracious purpose of keep- 
ing the sick one humble in the midst 
of many revelations. (Study care- 
fully the entire passage, II Cor. 
12:7-9). But healing is to be ex- 
pected. Paul himself expected heal- 
ing in his own case wntil God 
definitely revealed it to him that 
it was not His will in that par- 
ticular instance, 


How often God has given to me 
faith as I have prayed for some 
sick one, and healing immediately, 
complete and wonderful has fol- 
lowed. When I was Superintendent 
of City Missions in Minneapolis, I 
found on my desk one day a re- 
quest to go to a home three miles 
distant. The people were unknown 
to me. Upon reaching the home I 
learned that they were French, and 
had been Roman Catholics, but the 
husband and wife had been con- 
verted, though many of their rela- 
tives were still Roman Catholics. 
I learned that the woman had been 
sick for four years and had had 
nine different physicans, none of 
She was 
hel pless. She could move her 
hands, but she had to be lifted up- 
on a sheet when they made the 
bed. I sat down by the sick-bed 
and asked the Woman what she 
wished me to do. She replied that 
she wished me to pray that she 
might be healed. One of her Ro- 
man Catholic relatives, who sat 
by a window in the same room, 
said, “If she is healed, we will all 
become Protestants.” I read to 
the sick woman this very passage 
that we are expounding, James 5:- 
14, 15. Then I asked her, “Do you 
believe God will heal you?” She 
replied that she believed that He 
could heal her. “But,” I said, “do 
you believe that He will heal you?” 
And after reading her various 
promises from the Word she said 
she believed that He would. I then 
explained to her very fully the 
meaning of the anointing and that 
on her part it meant a full sur- 
render to God of all her physical 
powers. Then I knelt by her bed- 
side and, “having anointed her 
with oil in the name of the Lord,” 
I prayed that God would come in 
with the healing power of His 
Holy Spirit and restore her to per- 
fect health then and there. As 
I prayed, God gave me faith that 
He heard my prayer. I prayed “the 
prayer of faith,” and as I arose 
I said to the woman, “I expect you 


as soon as I am gone to get up and 
go about your work.” I went from 
that home with the: full assurance 


that God had answered my prayer. 
The night of the day following, be- 
fore our evening meeting, I said 
to one of my missionaries, “Polly, 
you are going to hear something 
tonight.” I was sure someone would 
come down from the neighborhood 
and say that the sick woman was 
well. And, sure enough, when the 
meeting was opened for testimony, 
a neighbor of this woman arose 
and said that God had completely 
healed the woman, and that im- 
mediately after my departure she 
did get up, dress and go out for a 
call. And the following Sunday 
she was down to our services, three 
miles away. And she remained a 
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strong, healthy woman as long as 
I remained in Minneapolis. After- 
wards they went South and I lost 
track of her. But many years 
later, when I was holding meetings 
in Los Angeles, in a tabernacle 
that was erected for my by the 
churches of that city, down on the 
corner of Seventh and Los Ange- 
les Streets, I told this story one 
afternoon in speaking on the sub- 
of prayer.” A man sprang up in 
the audience and said, “Mr. Torrey, 
that was my wife. We are living 
in Los Angeles now, and my wife 
is a well woman.” They are still 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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Friday, May 8, 1936 


DIVINE 


living in Los Angeles, and she has 
been a well woman from that day, 
about thirty-five years ago, until 
this day. 

Take another illustration. There 
was an M. E. Minister up in Da- 
kota who had a child that was 
improperly formed. There was 
some defect in her backbone so 
«that the little child was bent to- 
gether and the abdomen protrud- 
ed, causing constant pain, and the 
, child could not sleep. The parents 

brought the child to Minneapolis 
to see what specialists could do, 

t the specialists told them that 

ere was no hope for the child, 
that they might put her in a plast- 
er-cast sc that she might live, de- 
formed, not longer than two or 
,» three years. Through the parents 
were Methodists, they were so 
desirous for the health of their 
child that they tried “Christian 
Science,” but found no help in that 
system of error. Then the minister 
said to his wife, “Let us take her 
‘to Brother Torrey.” They brought 
~ ber over to my house, a little child 
of about two years of age, terribify 
missha and greatly suffering. I 
«took the child in my arms and 
prayed for her. God gave the nec- 
essary faith and the child was 
healed. Relief came immediately. 
That night she slept normally for 
the first time, even the defective 
part of her body was made right. 
45omething like eighteen year later 
I was holding meetings in Peto- 
skey, Michigan. In one of the af- 
ternoon meetings, a Methodist min- 
ister from one of the neighboring 
* towns came in. He got up in the 
meeting and told this story, saying 
he was the father of that daughter 
and that she was completely healed 
and a candidate for the foreign 
mission field. She herself came in 
1& few days later, a beautiful, per- 
fectly formed young woman, She 
was in our Auditorium in Les An- 
geles at our Sunday morning serv- 
, ices a few weeks ago. 


‘There is no need that I multi- 
ply instances, though I could multi- 
ply them almost without limit. The 
teaching of this verse is not merely 
the teaching of the Word of God, 
that of itself would be sufficient; 
‘put I know in my own personal ex- 

erience that the promise of this 

Nerse holds for the present day. 
| (4) Note whose faith it is that 
prevails and brings the healing. Is 
} it the faith of the sick man or the 
faith of “the elders” “who ‘pray?’” 
Read the verse again and you will 
see, “Is any among you sick? let 
him call for the elders of the 
church; and let them pray over 
jaim, anointing him with oil in the 
name of the Lord; and the prayer 
of faith shall save him that is 
sick.” As it is “the prayer of 
4 faith” that saves the sick, and as 
it is the elders who do the praying, 
it is evident that it is the elders’ 
faith, not the sick man’s faith, that 
brings the healing. Sometimes as 
I have prayed God has given me 
«clearest assurance of His will and 
I have known my prayer was 
heard. 


My first experience of this kind 
was during my first pastorate, 
‘ more than forty years ago. As far 
as I can recall I had never read 
any books on Divine healing and 

{ had never heard much of anything 
about it. A young man in my con- 
® gregation, a dentist, was taken 

\ +very sick. His father was a mem- 

” ber of our church. I went to the 

| home to see and talk with the 
young man. But he was uncon- 

scious, in the last stages of ty- 

phoid fever. One of the leading 
physicians of the town sat by his 
bedside and told me that the crisis 

, was past and had passed the wrong 
: way, that there was no hope what- 
7 ever of his recovery. As I sat there 
: ah impulse came to me to kneel 


would heal the young man. I did 
this, and as I prayed a great as- 
surance came into my heart that 
God had heard my prayer. I arose 
and said to the doctor, who was a 
backslider, “He will get well.” The 
doctor smiled and replied, ‘Well 
Mr. Torrey, that is all very well 
from your standpoint, but he can- 


ynot get well. The crisis is past 
and. has passed the wrong way, 
and he will die.” I replied, “Doc- 
tor, that is all right from your 
¢ Standpoint, but God has heard my 
prayer, I know He has heard my 
prayer. The man will not die, he 


down and pray to God that He}! 


HEALING- 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 


cannot die at this time, he will 
get well.” I returned to my home. 
A short time afterward they came 
up to tell me the young man was 
dying, that he was doing certain 
things that only one dying would 
do. I replied to them, “He is not 
dying, he cannot die now, he will 
get well.” And get well he did, and 
as far as I know is living still, 
though that was over forty years 
ago, 

There are many who advertise 
great healings, and many, indeed 
most, of the healings do not last; 
and they seek to cast the blame on 
the one prayed for, saying it is 
their lack of faith. But that is not 
Scriptural, as this verse clearly 
shows. It is the faith of the one 
that prays (not the faith of the 
one who is prayed for) that brings 
the healing, according to this 
promise. The kind of healing that 
is only temporary and dependent 
upon the continued faith of the one 
healed is not Divine healing, not 
God’s healing, but it is Faith Heal- 
ing, an entirely different matter, a 
purely psychological process, close- 
ly akin to what is called “Mind 
Cure,” and also closely akin to 
“Christian Scienc e,” falsely so- 
called, and exactly the same as the 
remarkable cures of the French, 
auto-suggestive healer, Coué. Here 
lies one of the saddest and most 
dangerous errors of: the day of this 
whole subject of Divine healing, 
substituting man’s faith for God’s 
power, substituting a mental pro- 
cess for the work of the Holy 
Spirit on the body. 

The healing in these crowded, 
excited, jazz music crazed crowds, 
due to mass-phychology, and aes- 
thetic and melodramatic mental 
soothing syrup, in Christian Sci- 
ence and other more or less closely 
allied systems, engineered often by 
physically attractive women, pos- 
sessed of unusual elocutionary, dra- 
matic, magnetic and hypnotic gifts, 
are as unlike the healings of our 
Lord Jesus and His Apostles as 
San Francisco and Point Loma and 
Benares are unlike to Heaven. 


Oftentimes those who advocate 
this kind of healing insist upon 
the one prayed for stating that he 
is well, even while*he still has all 
the symptoms of the.old disease, 
This is not much different from 
the method of “Christian Science”, 
which denies the reality of sick- 
ness, saying it is only error, and 
declaring themselves well when 
they know they are sick, thus 
“demonstrating their science” by 
telling lies. Of course, there is a 
healing power of a certain kind 
in thus asserting that you are 
well, or that “day by day in every 
way, you are getting better and 
better,”’ but it certainly is not Di- 
vine healing, it is self healing. 

There is often a hypnotic ele- 
ment, which is closely akin to a 
demoniacal element, mixed up in 
that kind of “Divine” healing, Peo- 
ple of a phychic or hypnotic tem- 
perment, closely akin to the tem- 
perament of spiritualistic mediums, 
are usually the ones most largely 
employed in that kind of healing; 
and usually, if they are not awak- 
ened to their error, they sooner or 
later run off into some gross spir- 
itual errors (as e.g. John Alex- 
ander Dowie did). There are also 
many sad tragedies, of people un- 
necessarily dying and others going 
hopelessly insane, connected with 
their meetings. 


I remember two men who were 
working many years ago in Wis- 
consin. They emphasized “Divine 
healing” and marvelous cures were 
wrought. Wonderful things were 
told of the amazing cures they 
wrought upon the crowds that 
flocked to them. They claimed to 
do this healing in the name and 
power of Jesus Christ. I met the 


eading 

a talk with him, and was not 
favorably impressed by what I had 
heard before meeting him. In the 
course of time their work ran off 
into what was essentially spiritu- 
alism, and in a little while they dis- 
appeared from sight altogether. 


Many will remember the man 
who created such an excitement in 
Denver in the nineties and was re- 
ported to have wrought such mar- 
velous cures, and who was urged by 
so many cities to visit them, and 


man of the two and had. 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


gross frauds of which he was 
guilty. 

But in spite of all these gross 
and God-dishonoring err ors into 
which people fall who over-empha- 
size Divine Healing, and do not 
carefully study the whole Bible, 
but only isolated passages, and in 
spite of the numerous side-tracks 
that so many people get switched 
off on to, instead of keeping the 
main line of preaching salvation 
from the guilt of sin by the aton- 
ing death of Jesus Christ, and 
from the power of sin by the risen 
Christ, let us not give up the prec- 
ious truth of the texts with which 
we started (and of many other 
texts), namely, that the Gospel of 
Christ has salvation for the body 
as well as for the soul. 


It is the Church’s forgetting this 


Radio, 6:45 p.m. 
Sunday 


God is blessing the radio pro- 
gram. The other day the editor 
signed a new contract for twenty- 
seven weeks, costing $405.00. We 
need the help of those who are 
blessed by this radio ministry in 
paying for the broadcast. Ask the 
Lord if He wants you to use part 
of your missionary money, part 
of your tithes and offerings in 
helping get out the gospel over 
the radio. 

Every Sunday we find some who 
are stirred to come to the Sunday 
night service by hearing us on the 
radio. Every week some happy 
word comes by mail to rejoice our 
hearts, telling of the blessings of 
the radio service. 


Listen in from 6:15 to 6:45 P. M. 
Sundays to hear the preaching of 
John R. Rice and E. L. Banta and 
the singing of the Bantas and 
Brother Stroh. 


and not preaching this that left 
an opening for Mrs, Eddy and for 
a host of other pretenders. There 
are thousands today entangled in 
the ‘destructive errors of Christian 
Science who would never have be- 
come so entangled, if they had 
been taught what the Bible teaches 
about Divine Healing; and there 
are not a few today who imagine 
that they are Christian Scientists 
who really are not so, for they 
do not know what the real teach- 
ings of Christian Science are. If 
they knew its blasphemous teach- 
ings regarding the atoning blood 
of Jesus Christ and regarding the 
personality of God and many other 
things, they would spew it out at 
once. They see dimly the truth 
of Divine Healing and think that 
is what Christian Science is. The 
best cure for error is not silence, 
but the proclamation of the truth. 
The best antidote for Christian 
Science is the Bible teaching about 
Divine Healing. 


Before we leave this passage 
that we have been studying, let us 
ask the question, Is there any war- 
rant in this passage for public 
meetings where Divine Healing is 
emphasized, where crowds are in- 
structed to come to the front and 
where they are anointed with oil 
and prayed for? There certainly 
is not. Read again just what the 
passage says, “Is any among you 
sick? let him call for the elders of 
the church; and let them pray over 
him, anointing him with oil in the 
name of the Lord.” There is not 
the faintest resemblance between 
what we are here told to do and 
what various persons are doing in 
all parts of our land today. The 
praying and healing was to be done 
in the quiet of the home of the 
sick believer. The Lord Jesus Him- 
self never held Divine Healing 
meetings. He did heal many, He 
did heal people in crowds (be- 
cause He was fulfilling prophecy as 
to the signs that would accompany 
the Messiah), but He never adver- 
tised such meetings, but rather 
avoided as far as He could, all 
such public manifestations of His 
healing powers. He strictly charged 
those whom He healed to keep 
still about it, least men should 
make him a mere Healer, and nat 
what He really was, a Teacher and 
a Saviour of the soul. His work 
was greatly hindered oftentimes 
because those who were healed dis- 


who disappeared for a while and| obeyed His strict injunction that 


then re-appeared in Los Angeles 
|and finally wound up in jail for! healing, and consequently people | 


they should say nothing about the 
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flocked to Him for healing instead 
of coming for the salvation that 
He especially came into the world 
to bring to men and to proclaim 
to men. Luke 19:10). The great 
crowds that flocked to Him for 
physical healing became a positive 
hinderance to His work, and He 
withdrew into desert places. (Read 
carefully Mark 1:42-45). Not only 
did our Lord Jesus not hold such 
meetings, but neither did the Apos- 
tles hold such meetings. At times 
(though not nearly so frequently 
as when Christ Jesus Himself was 
here on earth, indeed at very rare 
intervals) there were notable man- 
ifestations of healing power in con- 
nection with the work of Peter 
and of Paul. sut they did not ad- 
vertise it nor emphasize it. They 
certainly did not have themselves 
photographed in various dramatic 
attitudes of prayer beside the sick. 
They scarcely mentioned it én their 
various Hpistles. To any one who 
has caught the spirit of Christ and 
His methods as set forth in the 
Gospels, and the method of the 
Apostles as set forth in the Acts 
of the Aposties and the Epistles, 
the shameless advertising of them- 
selves and of their exaggerated 
cures pursued by the late John 
Alexander Dowie and by quite a 
host of imitators today, is simply 
nausea , and distressingly pain- 
ful, and it is also utterly unscrip- 
tural, and oe who practices it 
will be discredited by. anyone of 
spiritual discernment. No wonder 
that on careful investigation it is 
found, that while there are some 
notable cases of real healing (as 
is to be naturally expected, because 
some few humble souls have really 
gotten in touch with the living 
Christ, in spite of so much that is 
so theatrical, carnal, hypnotic and 
utterly un-Christian in the sur- 
roundings), that an astoundingly 
large per cent of those advertised 
as healed do not prove to be healed 
at all, or do not stay healed, and 
instances are not wanting where 
the alleged “remarkable cure’ is 
found to be “framed up.” 


One case, for example, of alleged 
healing of cancer that was herald- 
ed in trumpet tones this last April 
in the magazines of a prominent 
healer (and also on the platform) 
was found, upon investigation, to 
be a tissue of lies, the reputable 
physican quoted declaring he had 
never said anything bearing any 
resemblance to what he was quoted 
as saying, and that the facts al- 
leged were not true in any respect. 
The notice of the healing evangel- 
ist was called to the actual facts 
in the case, but she never cor- 
rected her false statements or paid 
any attention to the letter written 
her. 


One other question of great prac- 
tical importance will arise in con- 
nection with this passage, and that 
is: Is sendimg for the elders of the 
church and having them pray over 
the sick one (“having anointed 
him with oil in the name of the 
Lord”) the only way in which a 
child of God who is sick is to find 
deliverance in answer to prayer? 
The Bible answer to that question 
is, No, not by any means. This comes 
out very clearly in the setting of 
our passage. The e is simply 
giving general directions as to 
what should be done in the various 
emergencies of Christian life. In 
verse 13 we read, “Is any among 
you suffering? let him pray.” 
Those are the general directions 
as to what a suffering believer 
shall do, “pray.” Further on in 
verse 13 we read, “Is any cheerful ? 
let him sing praise.” Those are 
general directions as to what a 
believer whose heart is filled with 
gladness is to do. There is no sug- 
gestion that these are the only 
things, in either instance, that the 
believer is to do. Then come the 
directions as to what the sick shall 
do, with no suggestion whatever 
that this is the only thing that 
a sick one shall ever do in order 
to obtain help of the Lord. This 
becomes even clearer when we read 
the verses that follow our passage, 
“Confess therefore your sins one to 
another, and pray one for another, 
that ye may be healed,” etc. Here 
we have explicit directions for the 
one who is sick, not merely that 
he may send for the elders of the 
church in a case of grave extremi- 
ty, but that in all his sickness he 
may call in the help of fellow-be- 


lievers, confessing any sin that 
may lie at the root of his present 
illness, and have them pray for 
him, Then James goes on im- 


mediately to tell what the mighty 
power of prayer is; of course, with 
the application of the power of 
prayer to the case of the sick one 
principally in mind. Individual be- 
lievers, whether elders or not, have 
the privilege, and the duty, to 
“pray one. for another” in their 
sicknesses with the expectation 
that God will hear and heal. (Jas. 
5:16). Of course, in this case there 
is no anointing with oil, or any- 
thing of that kind, but simply con- 
fession of sin (if there is sin to be 
confessed) and prayer. 

Further still, it is the privilege 
of the individual believer to pray 
for himself in his physical infirmi- 
ties, as well as in his othe? 
troubles. Hezekiah, in his sickness, 
prayed for himself and God heard 
and answered his prayer and added 
fifteen years to his life (Isa. 38:- 
1-5), and God bids all His children 
to call upon Him in any day of 
trouble (whether of sickness or 
any other kind of trouble) and 
promises that He will deliver them 
and they shall glorify Him (Psa. 
50:15). The believer is never to 
“be anxious” in anything, even in 
the gravest sickness, but what is 
he to do ?—‘“in everything (in 
sickness or any other trouble) by 
prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your request be 
made known unto God” (Phil. 4:- 
6). Paul in his physical infirmities 
did not call for the elders of the 
church to come and anoint him 
with oil, but prayed for himself 
(II Cor, 12:7-9), and while he did 
not get healing, because it was not 
God’s will in this particular case, 
because Paul needed the “stake in 
the flesh” to keep him humble, nev- 
ertheless his prayer brought bless- 


‘ings greater than healing. 


Some of the most wonderful 
healing on record, and some of the 
most wonderful healings that I 
have known in my own body and in 
the bodies of others, have been in 
answer to the prayers of the one 
who was sick, entirely without the 
help of others. 


Let me relate carefully one in- 
stance. When I was very young, 
so young that I have no recollec- 
tion of it, I suffered a very severe 
attack of scarlet fever, which left 
me with an infected ear. It was 
necessary to operate at the time, 
back of the ear. But for years 
I had a discharge from that ear. 
Even when I had attained to man- 
hood it was necessary to carry 
absorbent cotton with me constant- 
ly and most of the time keep it in 
the ear. The drum was perforat- 
ed, and I heard with such difficulty 
with that ear (the left ear) that 
whenever I used the telephone it 
was necessary to bring the ear- 
piece way around to the other, the 
sound ear. I went to a very well- 
known ear specialist in Cleveland, 
Ohio, and found temporary relief 
from the discharges, but in a little 
time they returned. My ear con- 
tinued in this diseased condition 
for several years longer. While 
working in Minneapolis I had a 
severe attack of pain in the ear. 
I said to myself, you pray for the 
healing of others, why do you not 
ask God to heal your own ear. I 
at once knelt down alone in my 
own home and asked God to heal 
that ear. He healed me instantly, 
and for many years I had no dis- 
charge from that ear and no pain 
in it, the drum healed over and 
I can now hear well with both 
ears. I have told this to two ear 
specialists and they both asked me 
to let them look into my ear, which 
of course, I did; and both stated 
that the drum was evidently once 
perforated and is now healed over. 


Whenever a child of God is sick, 
he should, before he does anything 
else, take the matter in prayer to 
God for himself. If he continues 
sick, greviously sick, he will do 
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well to call in the help of the 
chosen (not self-chosen) represen- 
tatives of the church, “the elders,” 
and have them do for him exactly 
as is prescribed to be done in a 
case of that kind (Jas. 5:14, 15). 


ll Matthew 8:16, 17 


Now let us look at another pas- 
sage much dwelt on nowadays and 
oftentimes in the past, Matt. 8:16, 
17, “And when even was come, 
they brought unto him many pos- 
sessed with demons, and He cast 
out the spirits with a word, and 
healed all that were sick: that it 
might be fulfilled which was spok- 
en through Isaiah the prophet, 
saying, Himself took our infirmities 
and bare our diseases.” It is often 
said that this verse teaches tha 
the atoning death of Jesus Christ 
avails for our sicknesses as well 
as for our sins; in other words, 
that “physical healing is in the 
atonement.’’ I think that that is 
a fair inference from these verses 
when looked at in this context. 
“Well, that being the case,” many 
say, “every believer has a right 
to claim physical healing for all 
their physical sicknesses and in- 
firmities right now, just as much 
as a@ right to claim immediate 
pardon for all their sins, on the 
ground of the atoning death of 
Jesus Christ.” But that does not 
follow. It is very poor logic. For 
the question arises, When do we 
get what Jesus Christ secured for 
us by His atoning sacrifice? The 
Bible answer to that question is 
very plain, and the Bible answer 
is, when Jesus Christ comes again. 
We get the first fruits of the aton- 
ing work of Christ, the first fruits 
of salvation in the life that now 
is, but we get the full fruits only 
when Jesus Christ comes again. 
Romans 8:18-23 makes that,.as 
plain as day, “For I reckon that 
the sufferings of this present time 
are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory which shall be re- 
vealed to usward. For the earnest 
expectation of the creation waiteth 
for the revealing of the sons of 
God. For the creation was sub- 
jected to vanity, not of its own 
will, but by reason of him who 
subjected it, in hope that the crea- 
tion itself also shall be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption into 
the liberty of the glory of the sons 
of God. And not only so, but 
ourselves also, which have the first 
fruits of the Spirit, even we our- 
Selves groan within ourselves, 
waiting for our adoption, towit, 
the redemption of our body.” The 
atoning death of Jesus Christ se- 
cured for us not only physical heal- 
ing, but the resurrection and per- 
fecting and glorifying of our 
bodies. Can we therefore have the 
resurrectian of our bodies right 
now? And have we a right to 
claim that now; because it was se- 
cured by the atonement, just as 
we claim forgiveness of all our 
sins now? Paul says in II Tim. 
2:16-18, that those who so teach 
have erred concerning the truth 
and are teaching destructive error 
whereby they “overthrow the faith 
of some.” Let me quote Paul's 
exact words, “But shun profane 
babblings: for they will proceed 
further in ungodliness, and their 
word will eat as doth a gangrene: 
of whom is Hymenaeus and Phile- 
tus; men who concerning the truth 
have erred, saying that the resur- 
rection is past already, and over- 
throw the faith of some.” No, we 
do not get the full measure of 
what Jesus secured for us by His 
atoning death on the Cross in the 
present life, but at His coming 
Again. It is at the Coming of our 
Lord that “our spirit and soul and 
body” are to “be preserved entire” 
(I Thess. 5:23 R. V.). When He 
comes again there will not only be 
wonderful manifestations of heal- 
ing power among the people then 
living upon the earth, but we who 
have believed in Him before that, 
will have not merely perfect physi- 
cal healing, but a resurrection body, 
a glorified and perfected body 
which was secured for us when He 
bore our sicknesses as well as our 
sins on the Cross of Calvary. I 
have had in the past, many friends 
who have believed and taught this 
extreme doctrine regarding healing 
being included in the atonement. 
Most of these friends are now 
dead. 

But while we do not get the full 
benefits for the body secured for 


us by the atoning death of Christ 
in the life that now is, but when 
Jesus Comes Again, nevertheless, 
just as one gets the first fruits 
of his spiritual salvation in the 
life that now is, so we get the first 
fruits of our physical salvation 
in the jife that now is. We do get 
in many, Many, Many cases, physi- 
cal healing through the atoning 
death of Jesus Christ even in the 
life that now is. 


lil. Is The Use of Means Wrong? 


Now there arises a question of 
great practical importance. Is the 
use of all medical or other thera- 
peutic means wrong for one who 
believes in Divine Healing? Some- 
times it is, sometimes it is not. 
Sometimes if you go to God in 
prayer for the healing of self or 
of others and then use means, 
when the healing comes, the medi- 
cine or the doctor gets all the 
glory and God none. 


I met a lady in Chicago week 
before last who was a member of 
our church when I lived there. She 
had a child that was very ill with 
the measels, which was followed by 
m tis. The doctor said to her, 
“Mrs. D., your child cannot live. 
I have done all that I can do.” 
She sent for me to come and pray 
with the child. I was away, so my 
colleague in the church, Wm. 5. 
Jacoby, was summoned, He took 
with him one of my collegues at 
the Institute. When I returned 
that night, Mr. Jacoby called at 
my home and said, “Brother Tor- 
rey, if I ever had an answer to 
my prayer in my life, I had to- 
day when I prayed for the little 
D. boy.” There was immediately 
a great improvement. The next 
morning the Doctor called again 
and exclaimed to the mother, 
“Why what a remarkable improve- 
ment in the child. What did you 
do?” Mrs. D. told him what she 
had done. “Well,” he said, “I will 
give him some more medicine.” 
“No,” said the mother, “you will 
not. You told me you had done 
all you could for the child. We 
took him to God in prayer and He 
has healed him, and you are not 
going to get credit for the cure.” 
The following Sunday morning, 
Mr. and Mrs. D. were present at 
the church services. The child 
would have been there too, for he 
was now well; but it was such a 
stormy morning they thought it 
best to leave him at home. Now 
in a case like that, and in many 
other cases, the use of medicine 
would have been wrong. 


But does it follow that it is al- 
ways wrong? It certainly does not. 
Most of the cures in the Bible 
were without other means than 
prayer, but it was not always the 
case. God told Isaiah to go to 
Hezekiah in his sore sickness and 
say to him, “Thus saith Jehovah, 
the God of David thy father, I 
have heard thy prayer, I have seen 
thy tears; behold, I will add unto 
thy days fifteen years.” (Isa. 38:4, 
5). But in verse twenty-one of the 
same chapter we read that Isaiah 
said, “Let them take a lump of 
figs, and lay it for a plaster upon 
the boil, and he shall recover.” 

Our Lord Jesus Himself oc- 
casionally used means in connec- 
tion with His cures. He used clay 
and spittle for eyes that could not 
see. And Paul, writing by inspira- 
tion, bade Timothy to “be no long- 
er a drinker of water, but use a 
little wine for thy stomach’s sake 
and thine often infirmities.” (I 
Tim. 5:23). The one great trouble 
on this subject of Divine Healing, 
as on so many other subjects, is 
that people only conside some of 
the passages on one side of the 
question, instead of taking in the 
whole scope of God’s Word. 


It is quite possible for one to 
fall into legalism and bondage on 
the whole subject of the use of 
means in connection with sickness. 
Some people get positively morbid. 
More than one person has come 
to me in fear that they had com- 
mitted the unpardonable sin, be- 
cause, having taken Jesus Christ 
as their healer, they had afterward 
used something that looked like 
means to procure a cure. Such an 
attitude is totally unscriptural. And 
many excellent Christian people 
are dead (and many of their chil- 
dren are dead) who might now be 
alive, if they had’not gone beyond 
what is written in the Book of 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


God in regard to the use of means, 
and thus let themselves or their 
children die rather than resort to 
the use of the rational means that 
would have’ saved their own lives 
or the lives of their children. 

have been many sad 

along this line,-and they have 
served to bring the Bible truth of 
Divine Healing into great disre- 
pute. 

Personally, I do not have much 
confidence in medicine anyhow. I 
am sure that many of the Chris- 
tian Science cures are due to the 
people being induced to give up 
doping themselves with all sorts 
of drugs and nostrums that were 
making them chronic invalids. But 
to say that any use of drugs, or 
other therapeutic means, is sin, or 
an act of unbelief, is entirely un- 
scriptural. In the last thirty-five 
years I have known of many who 
took that ground. Most of them 
are now in the cemetery, and many 
of those who still live are chronic 
invalids, while talking constantly 
of Divine Healing and of the wick- 
edness of using medicine. 


It certainly does not honor God 
to refuse all remedies and get 
steadily worse and at the same 
time to say you are trusting God 
for healing. And many die doing 
it and bring great reproach upon 
God and upon Christianity and up- 
on the great truth of Divine Heal- 


But these are entirely secondary 
questions. The main question is: 
Does God heal in answer to prayer 
today? Does He really heal peo- 
ple who are byond the skill of 
the physician and beyond all hu- 
man help? Does He work miracles 
today? To all these questions I 
unhesitatingly reply, He does. Not 
only does the Bible teach it, but 
experience demonstrates it. There 
is a vast deal of religious charla- 
tanism in connection with these 
much self-advertised Divine Heal- 
ers, ‘miracle men’ and “miracle 
women,” and many of the so-called 
cures are framed up, and many 
of them do not last,—and many 
of them hever occurred, the one 
who was alleged to be healed was 
not healed, but in spite of all that, 
here is the plain teaching of God’s 
Word, and furthermore, I could 
write by the hour and tell of things 
I have seen with my own eyes and 
experienced in my own body and 
tested by years of trial afterward. 


Why, then, do I not go into the 
business of healing the sick? I 
am confident that I could soon 
draw tens of thousands to hear 
me, in the hope of obtaining phy- 
sical health or of seeing some new 
wonder. Why do I not do it? Two 
reasons: First, It is not Scriptural, 
and that of itself would be decis- 
ive; Secondly, I have far more im- 
portant business to do. I would 
rather be used to save one lost 
soul than to heal a thousand sick 
bodies. Don’t send for me to come 
and pray with some sick man. I 
won’t go. I have not time. I would 
have to leave far more important 
work to do it. It is not the work 
to which God has called me. I 
have immeasurably more important 
business to attend to. Alas! There 
are one hundred persons who will 
seek healing for some sick friend 
for every one person who will seek 
salvation for some lost friend! 


One of the appalling features of 
our modern religious life is the 
way in which people are absorbed 
in the matter of physical healing. 
They -will do anything to get heal- 
ing. They will throw overboard the 
precious faith of years, and run 
frantically to “Christian Science,”’ 
or “Mind Cure” or “New Thought” 
or any other damning system of 
error because they hope that in it 
they may find deliverance from 
some annoying physical infirmity. 
Human nature is just the same to- 
day as when our Lord was on the 
earth. Multitudes, unnumbered mul- 
titudes crowded about Him, jour- 
neying many, many miles to see 
Him, in the hope of getting healing 
for their bodies, but very, very few 
were eager for the salvation of 
their souls. Let us not go with the 
unscriptural and really immoral 
rabble in this matter. Let us re- 
fuse to be side-tracked. Let us 
keep on the main line of preach- 
ing Christ Jesus, a Saviour from 
sin. That was God's promise 
through the angel concerning Him, 
“thou shalt call his name Jesus; 
for it is he that shall save his peo- 
ple from their sins’ (Matt. 1:21), 
not from their sicknesses, but 
“from their sins.” Let us, then, 
as we have said, keep on the main 
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line of preaching Christ Jesus once 
crucified and thus making full 
atonement for sin, Christ Jesus 
now risen and “able to save to the 
uttermost all that come unto God 


‘through him” (Heb. 7:25), Christ 


Jesus coming again some day as 
the Saviour of our bodies, to 
“fashion anew the body of our hu- 
miliation, that it may be con- 
formed to the body of his glory” 
(Phil, 3:20, 21). 


-———_QO-—-— - 


Times of Refreshing-- 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


about ten miles south of the city, 
where we conducted an open air 
service during the noon hour. 
There were about two hundred 
men working there. There were 
a good number of testimonies 
of the Lord’s grace, several special 
songs and a Biblical message. 
Many personal workers dealt with 
individuals and over twenty-five of 
the men confessed faith in Christ 
as their Saviour. This group of 
men are a changing group as there 
are several new men every week. 
The workers returned to the taber- 
nacle praising God for the gracious 
manifestation of His power in that 
open air service. 

At 2:30 P. M., Rev. W, E. Haw- 
kins brought a message on the 
subject, “Experimentation Versus 
Experience,” or a study in the book 
Ecclesiastes. Oh, how many souls 
rejoiced as we realized the vanity 
of worldly things and that the 
message we have to present as soul 
winners concerns things that are 
real, worth-while and eternal. 

At 3:30 P. M., Rev. John R. Rice 
gave another splendid message 
from the book of Luke concerning 
the work of the Holy Spirit as 
manifest in the life of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Following the after- 
noon session a council of ministers 
met to examine Rev. Paul C. 
Green with the view of ordaining 
him to the gospel ministry. 

At 7:30 P. M., Rev. John R. Rice 
spoke again from the book of 
Luke. 

At 8:45 P.M. Rev. Paul Green 
was ordained to the gospel minis- 
try, after the church had voted to 
proceed with the ordination. 

At 9:00 P. M., E. L. Banta spoke 
from the text in Acts 28:15 on 
“Thanking God and Taking Cour- 
age.” One person confessed Christ 
as her Saviour publicly. 


Friday 


Friday was the high day of the 
Bible School. Truly our souls were 
taken to Mt. Pisgah’s lofty height 
on several occasions. We met at 
the usual hour. Rev. W. G. Stroh 
spoke on “The Crucified Life” 
(from Galatians). We were made 
to see our need as Christians. 

At 10:40 A. M., Rev. Neil Poh- 
orlak spoke to us on the subject 
of “Ambassadors.” Our hearts 
were blessed and we were made to 
realize that we were chosen by God, 
supported by Him and do not belong 
to the country where we are; that 
we are not here for our own inter- 
ests. Then we saw how we had 
our instructions in God’s Book and 
that insults offered were not to us, 
but to the country which we rep- 
resent. Also ,that our recall (or 
when we rise to meet Christ in the 
air) is equal to a declaration of 
war and that tribulation will fol- 
low. 

At 11:20 A, M., E. L. Banta 
spoke on I Timothy 6, and the 
great truths contained in this won- 
derful chapter were set forth in 
clearness. Following this Bible 
study there was a large number 
who confessed their sins and faults 
to one another and to the Lord 
with many tears. Then many tes- 
tified, and shouts of victory were 
heard. All realization of the time 
of day and lunch hour was for- 
gotten. It was 3:00 P. M. before 
the service was dismissed. This 
was one of the greatest services 
ever attended by the writer in 
in any Bible School. Many others 
testified to the same thing. 


About 4:00 P.M. we assembled 
again. Rev. Scott W. Hickey 
brought a fine message from The 
Song of Solomon, using the dove 
as an emblem of the church. Others 
who spoke briefly were Brethren 
Loys Vess, Sam Anderson and Bill 
Rice, 

At 7:30 P. M., Rev. John R. Rice 
spoke from the ‘book of Luke, em- 
phasizing the subject of Divine 
Healing as set forth in the Word 
of God. 


About 9:00 P.M., Rev. W. E. 
Hawkins, Jr. told how marvelously 
God had answered prayer during 
the past nine years in the work’ 
of the Radio Revival and how he 
was led out into a life of faith and 
absolute trust in God. Oh, how our 
hearts did burn within us as we 
heard of this faith in God! 

Our prayer service started about, 
10:00 P.M. with over 100 staying’ 
God’s Spirit was present in a 
gracious way. At 4:00 A.M. there 
were twenty-two present and each 
one felt that they had unburdened 
their hearts, and had peace that 
God had heard and was answering 
their prayers, so we went home. 
It was a great day for this church 
and this Bible School. 

Saturday — Four Street Services 

Many went to the open air serv-’ 
ices at Pearl Street Market at 
3:00 P. M. Rev. John R, Rice spoke 
and a number professed faith in 
Christ. At about 4:00 P.M. this- 
great group went to Elm Street 
at the Central tracks and the 
writer spoke to about 350 colored 
and white people. A large number 
were saved and made public con- 
fessions. 

‘At 7:30 P.M. a large group met" 
at the tabernacle for prayer and 
then went to an open air meeting 
on Jefferson Street. We had a fine 
service. . 

At 10:00 P.M. a group, with 
Rev. Carl Etheridge in charge, 
went to Little Mexico for an open 
air meeting and seven confessed 
Christ as their Saviour. Over 75 
confessed faith in Christ during the 
day. ‘ 


Sunday, May 3rd 


A fine children’s choir with 
Rev. W. G, Stroh in charge met, 
at 9:30 A.M. E. L, Banta gave 
an object lesson to the choir. At 
9:45 we had another great Bible 
School with a fine attendance. 

At 11:00 A.M., Rev. John R. 
Rice spoke from Isaiah the 6th 
chapter on “Isaiah’s Call, Conse-' 
cration and Purification,” empha- 
sizing especially the refining fire. 
This was a great service. Many 
re-dedicated their lives to the Lord.+ 

A group of brethren went to the 
City Jail at 1:00 P.M. and five 
confessed faith in Christ there. , 

At 2:30 a good size audience 
met at the tabernacle. E. L, Ban- 
ta spoke on the subject, “Vessels 
To Honor and Vessels To Dis? 
honor.” At the close of this serv- 
ice, seven new members were re- 
ceived into the church on their 
statement of faith. A large number) 
attended this service from the 
Park Avenue Fundamentalist Bap- | 
tist Church where Rev. Richard 
Ausburn is pastor. They had re-, 
cently closed a revival meeting 
with Rev. W, O. Majors in charge 
and Rev. Ausburn baptized sev t 
in our baptistery in the likene 
of Christ’s death, burial and resur- 
rection. We praise the Lord for 
this good work Brother Ausburn ig, 
doing in this new and growing 
church, 

Following this afternoon sessior., 
a group went to the Marsalis Park 
and conducted an open air service. 
A number confessed faith in Christ 
there. 

We then rushed to the radio at 
6:15 and enjoyed getting out the 
gospel in song and sermon over 
the air. 


Rev. John R. Rice spoke at 3:30 
P.M, at the ‘Cedar Valley Baptist | 
Church where Rev. H. H. Page t« 
pastor. They had a great service. ! 
Nine publicly confessed Christ as 


their Saviour. Brother Rice was 
feeling badly in body all day and 


was forced to take his -bed follow-» ° 


ing this afternoon service. 

At 7:45 P.M. the great choir 
with Brother Stroh in cnarge, led 
the gospel singing. EK. L. Banta 
spoke on, “The Guiltiness of Men.” 
Five came forward during = 
service. ) 

Following the regular service we || 
had our Jubilee service. A n 
ber of members. of other churches 
came in to attend this service. We 
had a great time. One came dur- 
ing this service on confession of 
faith for baptism. The blessing, 
of God was so real and precious 
that it was close to 12:00 o’clock 
when we finally sang, “Blest Be 
The Tie That Binds’ and another 
Bible Schodl was a thing of his- * 
tory. But the memory lingers on, 
and we are sure will bring forth, 
fruit unto everlasting life and to 
the glory of God. 

Many expressed a desire the last 
three days that we have another) 
Bible School in the fall, which, the 
Lord willing, we will have. 


